
Colombia.
"Polygamy.'" a new play in four a« ts.

by Harvey O'Higgins and Harriet Ford,
authors of "The Dummy and "The Ar*yleCase." was presented by The ModernPlay Company, for the first time
on any stage, at tHe Columbia Theater
last night.
The play is an atta« k upon Mormonism.with its see ties laid in Salt Hake

City, and it is claimed to be a presen-
tatlon. from the inside, ot' the beliefs
and practices. cspeeialU as regards
"celestial marriage," of the religious
sect which has its headquarters in
Utah. One of the principal scenes is
the council hamber «>f the Mormon
Temple at Salt Lake City, the inside of
which no one, other than a Mormon, it
is said, has ever seen Where the informationupon which the play is based
comes from, therefor*, is a question. It
>8 perhaps proper to recall that Mr.
O'Higgins once wrote a series of articles.in collaboration with former SenatorFrank J. Cannon of Ftah. entitled
"1'nder the Prophet in Utah."
Strictly speaking. polygnm> " is not

a play. It is a preachment As such
probably it will attract attention from
opponents of the Mormon religion. The
average theatergoer probably seeks
something more than a sermon, no matterhow strikingly the preachments of
the stage are driven home, and it is
therefore a distinct disappointment to
sit through four acts whose interest
and suspense have been well maintained,only to tind. when the final curtaindrops, that the most important
thing that happens i« the expression of
a resolve by one of the characters to
run away and ask for.an investigation
of Mormonism at the hands of the government.In Salt Uake City such a denouementmight be a thrilling climax.
There is nothing new advanced about

Mormonism. although an attempt is made
to show that Utah Mirmons still practice
polygamy in secret. The play pictures
the evils of polygamy in a country like
the United States, and it wins svmpa-
thy for the sufferings of young Amerl-
rans in Utah vho do not embrace all
the beliefs and practices which were
admittedly a part of the Mormon re-
ligion in Utah in its early days.
A young Salt Lake City business man.

Daniel Whitman, happily married, with
two children, wins the approval of the
prophet and council of the Mormon
Church and is given high appointments.
He and his wife, both brought up in
the church from childhood, accept the
principle of plural marriage in theory,
but not in practice. He thinks lie will
never be asked to take another wife.
She lias a brother. Brigham Kemble.
who is said to have been ruined by the
Mormon Church because he leaned
toward apostasy. Kemble is in love
with a widow, Annie Grey, whose hand
in marriage had been refused him becauseof his tendency away from the
church. Her father, a member of the
council of the Mormon Church, hacl
given his daughter instead to an elderlyMormon. Later she became a widow.
To punish Kemble's apostasy, the wid-
ow's father then forces a marHag* betweenhis daughter and young Whit-
man. The climax of the third ... ; comes!
when Whitman brings home ice second;
wife. His first wife faints at the door
of the bedroom in^pfchich the second)
woman lias taken refuge from Kemble,
who still loves her and will not give
her up. The first wife mistakenly he-
lieves her husband is in the room.)The end of the play comes with Kem-
ble's announcement of his intention to
take the woman he loves to the east
and there bring about an investigation,
Miss t'hrystnl Heme plays the part of

the young wife. Zina Kamsaj Wal-1
lace, the part of Daniel Whitman, the
young business man: William B. Mack,
the part of Brigham Kemble, the brother.and Miss Rosalind Ivan, the part
of Annis Grey, the widow.
The play is put 011 with an excellent
ompany by Gustav von Seyft'ertitz, for
Klaw Erlanger, although the real
owners, are concealed under the name
of "The Modern Play Company."

New National.
".Madam President*' is a farce comedy

tti which Mornus and Cupid are called
on to supply the chief specialties.laughterand love. Fannie Ward, a clever
comedienne with a genius for dress.any
way you take it.portrayed the name
role, which, incidentally, she borrowed
irom its rightful owner.and both play
and star obviously pleased a large audienceat the New National last night.
As the American version or' the French

original* is only expurgated in spots, the!
laughter it evokes is not of the whole-
some hilariousness caused by the bucolic
humor of a rural comedy or the honest
uproariousness of a vaudeville team. It
is different. Hut, after all, one does not
go to a French larce in search of a
moral.
As Washington is a provineiallyclean city that expects to go to heaven

when it dies.there were doubtless
many women in the audience last night
and, perhaps, a man or two who were
rather startled to find that "Madam
President" was not a "take off" on the
suffrage movement, but who beingthere, could not altogether resist the
play's audacious slaps at convention-'
all ties, or tin- charm of the little
Parisian actress who danced a tarantellaon th#- lire escape of a villagehotel, was turned out by order of the
president of the villege; revenged herselfby visiting his house whip- his
wire was in i'aris, and doing other
audacious things. Fannie Ward, as
agile as quicksilver, as merry as a
cricket, and. with a childlike irresponsibility.that "look the cuss oil n"
her behavior.wore several effective
gowns, geranium pink silk, for one.and a (Jreekish effort developed in achiffonny blue, with tipples of lace androsebuds.
Harr> J. Asuford, as Galipaux, thepresident, was almost pathetically ridiculousin his 11 antic appeals to an ancestralbust of Nieode.mus" to save himfrom the wiles of the intruding «* r« <.

appeals that were nut notably succeslul-and as I'vpi ien <.*audet. minister ofjustice, J"hn W. I )ean went the limit.,which mean ... course, that he was artistically4'.«ki. ,\my Lee was really enjoyaide as i:i»- lawful Madam Presidentjerked from her copper-shining domesticityinto the turmoil ^1 an intrigue.Toe laurels ot the evening belonged toW. J. Ferguson, whose impersonal .onOf the minister's chief usher wasworth walking the proverbial mile tosee. iJeorgfe Rrennan. as clerk of theministry, was another fine characterstudy.
Gove, the emotion that .stands for youthand romance, was prettily touchedupon by Alice Kelly and Charles I,aite.as the daughter of the president andthe ministers secretary.and yet, itmust be admitted that most interestingphase of their courtship was suppliedby Jack J. Horwitz, who "interpreted"'for the two.the girl havingbeen at a German school longenoughto forget her native French.

Belasco.
1 here are tunes when one pretty flowerin a garden of weeds will lend an

aspect to the whole which robs it ofits homeliness, and the eye drinks inalone the beauty of the isolated blossom.Pretty much this condition ofaffairs is presented in "Kitty Ma<Kay."Catherine Chisholm Cashing*three-act play, which was presented atthe Belas«*o Theater last evening- byWilliam Klliott. I»avid Belnsco's sonin-law.
The story is one ««f those simple. fritolittle romances which used to delightthe heart «<f womankind thirty vrforty j ears ago. in which a charminglittle heroine loses her loving parents,is abused 1»> substituted caretakers,falls in love with hei ow n half-hrotl»er,and then finds her crowning joy in

finding that he isn't, and that they can
marry and be happy ever after.
The real beauty and clnirin of "KittyJlacKay" is Kitty herself, a fascinatinglittle Scotch girl, always smiling in

spite of hep bruises; always cheerful,
strongly religious in a faith site picks
to pieces with the skill of a viviaec
tionist; pretty, of course, and withal
so insinuating iu her sweetness that
even though it seems to make her
supremely happy, one is tempted to
wish she might have had a better fate
than that of marrying the stupid youngKngltsb soldier, whom everybody beratedas a spendthrift and belittled
from start to finish.
Irene Uuisman was an ideal Kitty,

»

Land before the curtain fell on the first
fact she had captivated her audience to
f such an extent that it was willing to
forgive and forger everything else just
for her sake.and it really seemed as if
there were much to forgive and forget,
for however affectionately intimate
young Mr. Klliott. the producer, stands i;
enshrined in the Belaaco family, even

'

the casual observer would be tempted ['
to believe that he had not been taken!
into the close confidence of the great L
artist in the matter of producing plays,
The scene opens in an humble Scotch

village, whose inhabitants embody allj
the vices with which the worst ot' the)
Scots has ever been accused. Kitty, of'
course, is the bright, central flower.
Then she is jumped to the ancestral
halls of an Knglish lord, as his "niece"
and a young heiress. There the soldier j'
laddie to whom she has given her heart
"goes back on her." and back she flies h
to the Scotch village again, where soon
the mystery of her birth is cleared up
and she becomes eligible as the bride,
of the young soldier.
But one is never bothered about the

story, li is Kitty who is always in the

foreground, and Irene Haisman, the
charming little Scotch girl, is one of!
the quaintest, sweetest, dearest little
Kitties one can imagine. Kitty has a

friend, too. Mag Duncan, who was

made "true to the life" bv Agnes Kelly
m a splendid character portrait. And

when one remembers that, and that

Kittv finallv was made just as happy j

las she wanted to be. one forgets every- ;
thing else. s

Poll S. j I

Toli l'la>! :>" are full of "pep' this i

week. There's a reason. They have J
taken a little lay-off from the legiti-
mate drama and made a little excursion"Fifty Miles From Boston under
the es.-ort of the irrepressible George
M Cohan. And if the Poli Players made
a pronounced hit in this spasmodic
frolic of the rs in music, comedy and
burlesque, part at least of the credit is

due to the fact that they played their ,

role with genuine abandon, giving real'istie impersonations of small townspeople,their tire department, their brass

band and the furore caused by the in-
vasion of a villain wearing- store

clothes.
The play has vim and rough bucolic

humor, and it found the Poli Mayers '

in playful mood, which the audience
rather seemed to thoroughly enjoy.
Miss Jane Morgan out-lngenued her

role of Sadie Woodis. the village postmistress,and one of the hits was her
'.Jack and Jill" song, backed up by a

lively chorus of high school girls, littleMisses Doris and Mary Eaton also
imparted much mirth and won vigor-
ous applause in their novelty song,
"Tingle-ing-ling." Carl Brickert's !;
greatest musical success was in leading
the'quartet, firemen and girls in chant-
ing. "A Small Town Girl."
All the old favorites and a number of

new ones contributed amusing antics L
and catchy ragtime songs, including
two composed by Manager Thatcher. 1

The dancing numbers were staged un-
der the direction of Miss Ruby Ray-
mond, whose feature number with
Frank Crow, as captain of the Brook-
field ball club, was encored. t]

B. F. Keith's.
Henrietta Crosman appeared at B. F. j1

Keith's Theater last night in a curious j1
playlet, called "One Word," but it L
would be difficult to determine whether L
the applause was for the clever actress
or the freakish little sketch. Jesse
Kasky's production. "The Society Buds,"
with Gladys Clark and Henry Berg-
man, was entertaining, and Han Ping
Chien and his company, in sleight-of- |
hand, juggling and acrobats, will rank
with the very best. The humorous hit
of the evening was made by Francis
Doolev and Corinne Sales in songs,
dances and silly patter, .lack Ryan and
Harry Tierney were also good in orig- j1
inal songs and piano playing, the song
"It's a Hong Way to Tipperary." e.rous-
ing enthusiasm. Arthur Barat gave a
fine exhibition of hand balancing; Adler
and Anna Arline pleased with imita-
tions, and Hope Vernon's splendid voice
mad" her a favorite. The Hearst-Selig
pictures held the audience until the
end.

Gayety.
A "one-man" show holds the boards

jat the Gayety this week. "The Gypsy j
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comedy, "The Man From Mexico," en-

tertained large audiences yesterday at

Moore's Strand Theater. The supporting:company includes Winona Winters,
L'auline Xeff, Carlyle Blackwell, WellingtonPlayter, Harold Lockwood,
Fred Annerly and others. The productionwas made under the supervisionof Daniel Frohman. Supplementaryattractions included Keystone
comedies, war views and other films.
The orchestra plays accompaniments.

Garden.
At Moore's Garden Theater yesterday

[lurry Clay Blaney and Kitty Wolfe in
:he erstwhile popular melodrama "Across
the Pacific" was the feature that drew
large audiences. Today, Wednesday and
Thursday the Jesse L. Lasky Company
production. Dustin Farnum, late star of
The Squaw Man," in a photoplay of
'The Virginian." from the novel by Owen
tVister. and the play of Kirk La Shelle
will be the feature. Supplementary fea-
:ures show new Keystone farce, come-
lies, views of the war zone of Europe
ind other films. The orchestra plays ac-
:ompaniments.

,

CITY TO SUN DANCE HALLS.

Five Will Be Operated Under ChicagoMunicipal Direction.
CHICAGO, November 3..Five municipaldance halls, operated under the

direction of the city's department of
public welfare, will be opened early
next month. Mayor Harrison announced
today. The city council, at the mayor's
request, recently appropriated $5,000
for the project.
Mayor Harrison believes the dance

halls will be self-suporting, as a small
administration fee will be charged and
soft drinks and other refreshments will
be sold.

Matches were first brought to the
United States in 1827.
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STUM

Maids" is the average run in burlesque
shows, as far as that goes, but
one man, one girl and one song
raise it above the rest. Tom Mcftae,as "Smoke." the red-headed boy
ivith the wide grin, is easily the whole
»moke of "Smoke Among the Gypsies,"
:he two-act musical skit that furnishes
[he groundwork for the evening's entertainment.With his droll accent,
whimsical antics and comedy mannerisms,McRae puts the gypsy maids of
the chorus in the shade, and they stay
right there till the show is over.
"Play Ball" is a pleasing base ball

specialty in the first act, in which Mc-
Kue. John C. Hanson, as "Squire Snitsel";Jennie Ross, the ingenue; Si Jenks,
ls '"Ei.ua Weatherspoon," the conven-
tional "sheriff, by gum," but A1 for all
that, and the remainder of the company
ourlesque the national game in a way
that caught the fancy of the whole
house last night. SI Jenks personally
icor^d in "My Gal Sal."
Belle Mallette won much applause

with her high notes in "Nights of Gladness."but the real song of the eveningwas "The World's All Wrong
Again." sung by Miss Mallette and
Murray Harris. And "the one girl" was
just one of the "gypsy chicken chorus."
Whether her name begins with Dolly
)r Clara or Mabelle or Laura or Flor-I
snce. who can say7

FILM FEATURES.
Crandall's.

At Crandall's theater patrons had an

opportunity to hear the Bartola orchestraSunday and yesterday. This in-
strumen t, which is similar to that in
\*ew York photoplay houses, was installedat a cost of $5,000. It is one of
the latest types and it is claimed is
the only one south of New York. Prof.
\we of Chicago has t»een engaged temporarilyto demonstrate its possibilities,
rhe Jesse L. Lasky photoplay, showing
Max Figman and kolita Robertson in
"The Man on the Box," was the film
ittraction. In the cast Fred Montague,
(Yilliam Klmer, James Neil. J. W. Johnson,Mabel Van Beuren and Jane Darwellare shown. A cartoon comedy of
the adventures of "Poctor Yak" was!
ilso shown. "The Man on (he Box"
will be given again today.

Strand.
The opening attraction of the ParamountCompany, John Barrymore in a

film version of II. A. Du Souchet's
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